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Southwest Research Institute

One of the largest (by revenue), broadest (by 
technologies), and deepest (by expertise) 
independent nonprofit applied research & 

development organizations in the United States
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Business Model

 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status
– Not for profit, but
– Not for loss

 Revenue from contracts and grants
– No “endowment” fund 

 Robust Internal Research and Development 
(IR&D) program
 Collaborative

– Created more consortia than any other 
organization in the United States

Natural Beauty on the SwRI Campus



Campus Overview
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~50 Acres of Solar Panels

Energy Storage 
Technology Center 
(10 MW Grid Energy 
Storage)

STEP Demonstration 
Power Plant

~252 Acres Property 



Thank you!

Ben H. Thacker, PhD, PE
Vice President, Mechanical Engineering

(210) 522-3896 (office)
Ben.Thacker@swri.org

Southwest Research Institute
6220 Culebra Road

San Antonio, Texas 78238-5166
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